IX. PUBLIC DISSEMINATION

The first response of many people when they hear a warning is to try to confirm it from another source.
Therefore, it is very important that all public messages present the same information. The messages in
this Section are written to insure that consistent information is given from all possible sources. Public
messages will be disseminated by the designated public information officer (P10) whenever possible
according the local emergency operation plans and standard agency procedures. The final message
wording is the responsibility of the PIO or local official in charge.

This Section contains two types of messages:

1. Messages provided to the media or broadcast directly to the public; and
2. Messages used by public address systems or emergency vehicles circulating through the floodplain.

The following messages are fill-in-the-blank formatted. Inserted information will be provided by local
authorities from Boulder County, the City of Boulder or the University of Colorado.
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CITIZEN ALERT MESSAGE Al

The following message may be used when the National Weather Service has issued a Flash Flood Watch:

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HAS ISSUED A FLASH FLOOD WATCH FOR

(geographic area)

A FLASH FLOOD WATCH MEANS FLOODING IS POSSIBLE WITHIN THE WATCH AREA.
PERSONS IN THE WATCH AREA ARE ADVISED TO PREPARE FOR POSSIBILE FLASH
FLOODING, KEEP INFORMED, AND BE READY FOR QUICK ACTION IF FLASH FLOODING IS

OBSERVED OR A FLASH FLOOD WARNING IS ISSUED.
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CITIZEN ALERT MESSAGE A2

The following message may be used if the National Weather Service has not issued a Flash Flood Watch
but local government officials believe that flash flooding is possible:

PERSONNEL

(local government agency or agencies)

HAVE DETERMINED THAT A FLASH FLOOD IS POSSIBLE WITHIN

(geographic area)

PERSONS WITHIN THIS AREA ARE ADVISED TO PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE FLASH
FLOODING, KEEP INFORMED, AND BE READY FOR QUICK ACTION IF FLASH FLOODING IS

OBSERVED OR A FLASH FLOOD WARNING IS ISSUED.

\flood\warning\plans\Bc9 1X-3 (May 2008)



EVACUATION MESSAGE

The following message may be used if a decision has been made to warn people in the floodplain to
evacuate:

THE WARNS
(responsible agency)

THAT FLOODING WILL BEGIN AT AT
(location)

APPROXIMATELY

(estimated time)

HAS URGED EVERYONE IN THE

(person in authority)

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS TO EVACUATE THE AREA IMMEDIATELY. PERSONS
EVACUATING THE AREA SHOULD MOVE AWAY FROM THE CREEK. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO
OUT-RUN A FLOOD IN YOUR VEHICLE. DISPLACED PERSONS SHOULD GO TO

. (Add any confirmed reports of flooding

(place)
or heavy rainfall.) DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CROSS A FLOODED AREA ON FOOT OR IN YOUR

VEHICLE.

SUPPLEMENTAL (check appropriate statements):

DO NOT ENTER BARRICADED AREAS.

ABANDON YOUR VEHICLE IMMEDIATELY WHEN WATER RISES ABOVE THE
ROAD ON WHICH YOU ARE DRIVING.

IF YOU ARE DRIVING IN A MOUNTAIN CANYON, ABANDON YOUR VEHICLE
IMMEDIATELY AND CLIMB TO HIGH GROUND.
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EMERGENCY VEHICLE MESSAGE
(city area & county east of Boulder)

The following message may be used over public address systems or by emergency vehicles circulating in
the floodplain within the City of Boulder and in unincorporated areas east of Boulder:

THIS IS

(emergency service agency)

FLOODING WILL BEGIN AT AT
(location)

APPROXIMATELY
(estimated time)

HAS URGED EVERYONE IN THE FLOOD HAZARD

(person in authority)

AREAS TO EVACUATE THE AREA IMMEDIATELY. PERSONS EVACUATING THE AREA
SHOULD MOVE AWAY FROM THE CREEK. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO OUT-RUN A FLOOD IN

YOUR VEHICLE. DISPLACED PERSONS SHOULD GO TO

. (Add any confirmed reports of flooding

(place)
or heavy rainfall.) DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CROSS A FLOODED AREA ON FOOT OR IN YOUR

VEHICLE.

SUPPLEMENTAL (check appropriate statements):

DO NOT ENTER BARRICADED AREAS.

ABANDON YOUR VEHICLE IMMEDIATELY WHEN WATER RISES ABOVE THE
ROAD ON WHICH YOU ARE DRIVING.

\flood\warning\plans\Bc9 IX-5 (May 2008)




EMERGENCY VEHICLE MESSAGE
(Boulder County west of Boulder)

The following message may be used over public address systems by emergency vehicles circulating in the
mountain canyons west of Boulder:

THIS IS

(emergency service agency)

DANGEROUS FLOODING IS IMMINENT ON BOULDER CREEK (and/or name other tributary

streams such as South Boulder Creek, Fourmile Creek, Fourmile Canyon Creek, etc.).

HAS URGED EVERYONE NEAR THE CREEK TO

(person in authority)

EVACUATE THE AREA IMMEDIATELY. CLIMB TO HIGH GROUND. DO NOT CROSS THE
CREEK. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO DRIVE OUT OF THE CANYON. (Add any confirmed reports of

flooding or heavy rainfall.)

SUPPLEMENTAL (check appropriate statements):

DO NOT ENTER BARRICADED AREAS.
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EMERGENCY VEHICLE MESSAGES
(University of Colorado)

The following messages may be used over public address systems by emergency vehicles circulating in
the Boulder Creek floodplain near the University of Colorado (CU). The three messages are designed for
different sections of specific warning areas assigned to CU. See Section VIII for a map of the specific
warning areas.

Area 4 (South Section)
THIS IS A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF THE UNIVERSITY POLICE DEPARTMENT. IT HAS

BEEN DETERMINED THAT FLOODING WILL OCCUR AT . WE
(estimated time)

URGE EVERYONE SOUTH OF ATHENS STREET TO EVACUATE THE AREA IMMEDIATELY.
PLEASE GO TO THE UNIVERSITY FIELDHOUSE. CROSS BOULDER CREEK WITHOUT
DELAY NOW. THE BRIDGE ACROSS THE CREEK WILL BE BLOCKED OFF AT

(estimated time)

Area 4 (North Section)

FLOODING IS IMMINENT ON BOULDER CREEK. THE CHIEF OF THE UNIVERSITY POLICE
DEPARTMENT HAS URGED EVERYONE IN THE FLOODPLAIN TO EVACUATE THE AREA

IMMEDIATELY. PERSONS EVACUATING SHOULD GO TO

(location)

OR . DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CROSS THE CREEK.
(location)

Area 8 (East Campus)
THIS IS THE CHIEF OF THE UNIVERSITY POLICE DEPARTMENT. FLOODING IS IMMINENT

AND WILL BEGIN AT

(estimated time)

IMPLEMENT YOUR FLOOD DISASTER PLAN IMMEDIATELY. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO

TRAVEL WEST OR NORTH. FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS OF YOUR DISASTER WARDEN.
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OUTDOOR WARNING SIREN MESSAGES
(University of Colorado)

The following messages may be used over the outdoor public address siren system by the University of
Colorado Police Department to warn occupants in Flood Evacuation Sector Areas 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9.
Three pre-recorded messages will be used corresponding to the MACS Flood Mode. For specific warning
areas, see the map in Section VIII.

MODE 2

ATTENTION! A FLASH FLOOD WATCH HAS BEEN ISSUED FOR BOULDER CREEK.
EVACUATION MAY BE NECESSARY. STANDBY FOR INFORMATION.

(repeat 3 times per direction)

MODE 3
WARNING! FLASH FLOODING OF BOULDER CREEK IS IMMINENT. LEAVE IMMEDIATELY.
PROCEED TO HIGHER GROUND. DO NOT CROSS BOULDER CREEK.

MODE 3 (URGENT)

WARNING! FLASH FLOODING OF BOULDER CREEK IS IMMINENT. LEAVE IMMEDIATELY.
PROCEED TO HIGHER GROUND. DO NOT CROSS BOULDER CREEK.

(repeat 3 times per direction)

NOTE: Urgent message assumes rapid onset flash flood requiring immediate alert and evacuation.
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OUTDOOR WARNING SIREN PROTOCOLS

(University of Colorado)

The following procedure is used by the University of Colorado Police to warn occupants in Boulder
Creek Flood Evacuation Sectors 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9. Pre-recorded messages will be used corresponding to
the MACS Flood Mode. For specific warning areas, see the map in Section VIII.

FPreceeding messape

Protocol Siren Alert

i. {none-voice only)

. S-minute alert
Tone)

3.4 atr horn/™whoop
1ones for 2 min.

b, air horn

5. air hern/"whoop

6. S-minute alert

{or " air-horn/
wheop" depending
an urgency

Message Revised &
Proposeds

"httention. A severe Flash (1t be determined)
Flood Watch has been issued

for Boulder Creek. Evacuation
May be Mecessary. Standby for
Infermation”

{Repeats 3 times per direction)
"Warning. Flash Flooding of Boul- (1o be determined)
der Creek is imminent. Leave lmmed-
iately. Procesd to Higher Ground.

Do mot Cross Boulder Creek.
“Warning. Flash Flooding of Boul- (to be determined)
der Creek is imminent. Leave lmm-

ediately. Proceed to Higher Ground.

Do not cross Boulder Creek.”

{Repeats 3 times per direction)

*_assumes rapid onset flash flood

reguiring immediate alert and
evacuation!

"Cancellation. All Warnings Cancelled.”
(Repeats 3 times per direction)

"This is a Warning System Test”
{Repeats 3 times per direction)

Announcement of specific instructions 10
deal with specific situations or hazards

wia radio transmissions to siren/p.a.

(e.g. tornado, hazardous materials evacuat-
ion, follow-up flood messages, e1c.)

MACS MODE

Authorization by:

MODE 2

MODE 3

MODE 3
*{URCGENT)

MODE &

(MODE__
(1o be de-
termined)

Command Staff/
OIC andfor MACS

Command Staff/
OIC andfor MACS

Command Stalf)
OIC and/or MACS
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PUBLIC RADIO TAPE LOOP

The Boulder Office of Emergency Management will attempt to work with local radio stations to have
them user a pre-recorded tape loop at reasonable intervals following the issuance of Citizen Alert
Message Al or A2. A sample message follows:

A FLASH FLOOD POTENTIAL PRESENTLY EXISTS FOR BOULDER CREEK AND OTHER
TRIBUTARY STREAMS. IF A FLASH FLOOD APPEARS TO BE IMMINENT, POLICE AND
FIRE VEHICLES WILL CIRCULATE THROUGH THE FLOOD HAZARD AREA, WHEN
POSSIBLE, ADVISING OCCUPANTS TO EVACUATE. CIVIL DEFENSE SIRENS WILL BE
SOUNDED. WARNINGS WILL ALSO BE BROADCAST ON THIS STATION AND OTHER
RADIO AND TV STATIONS.

This above message would be a 15-second loop. Consider adding information regarding specific actions
individuals can take. The Public Information Officer (PIO) or other designated local official should work
closely with the radio stations broadcasting this tape loop message.
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