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From: Brian Iserman
To: Kevin Stewart
Cc: Chris Crompton; George Wilkins; Dave Curtis
Subject: RE: 2015 Newsletter Article award
Date: Monday, May 04, 2015 11:04:38 PM
Attachments: Copy of 2013-2015 article review5.xls


Hi Kevin et al:
 
I have attached my article evaluation spreadsheet.  This covers NHWC Transmission articles from
 May, 2013 through April, 2015.  In my own ranking system this year, I ranked the top 9 from 1 to 3
 (kind of a weird system, I know).  I started out with the 9 best then kind of ranked them against each
 other,  ending up with my top three personal picks.  It’s difficult to choose between them.
 
Peggy Gonder’s article “Communicating During a Flood Emergency” stands out because it is concise,
 contains a couple interesting quotes and includes helpful advice for clear communications.  I also
 remember not having to change anything as I reviewed this article.  We shouldn’t be surprised at
 the quality of this communication since this is Peggy’s specialty.
 
“Crisis Communication for Landslide in Washington” by Jessica Robertson and A.B. Wade is a good
 example of what I typically receive from anyone who represents the U.S. Geological Survey.  All
 articles submitted by USGS folks are excellent; probably because these writers are used to meeting
 the strict standards of the USGS.  This particular article weaves an interesting event narrative with
 effective graphics and helpful advice for communicating the science behind a significant landslide.
 
The article “Evaluation of the Operational use of the KINEROS2 Model in Fish Creek near Anza
 Borrego, CA” by Michael Schaffner, Alexander Tardy and Jayme Laber, all of the National Weather
 Service, represents a follow-up article to the earlier article published in the Transmission in May,
 2014.  Over the years, Michael has been diligent to submit many excellent collaborative articles that
 highlight efforts by the NWS to improve hydrologic modeling and flood forecasting.
 
I hope this is helpful.  Let me know if there is anything else I can do to help you decide on this year’s
 winner.
 
Brian
 
 


From: Brian Iserman 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 3:30 PM
To: Kevin Stewart
Cc: Chris Crompton; George Wilkins; Dave Curtis
Subject: RE: 2015 Newsletter Article award
 
Hi Kevin:
 


I will start working on the list as soon as I get this month’s newsletter out.  May 1st should not be a
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			Article			My General Comments			My Picks


			May, 2013


			No Articles.  Parting shot by BRI - Imuris Wx


			June, 2013


			No newsletter this month.  Editor too frazzled.


			July, 2013


			Ponte Vedra Conference Highlights by Brian McCallum


			President's Message by David Curtis


			Growing Trends in Social Media and Flood Warning Information,, by Jim Moffitt, GNIP, Inc., and Mike Zucosky, OneRain, Inc.			Very well writen motivational article to improve data dissemination to the general public using readily available technology			3


			Parting Shot - BRI  NHWC 2013


			August, 2013


			Communicating Risk by John Moynier, Dewberry			General motivational article on communicaating risk well.  Concise, focused and very nicely writen…easy to read.			3


			Yavapai County Decision Support System, Brian Iserman


			Parting Shot - BRI FCDMC photo


			September, 2013


			2013 NHWC Biennial Awards Profiled - Kevin Stewart


			Parting Shot - David Haynes


			October, 2013


			CoCoRaHS - Filling in the Gaps, by Henry Reges, CoCoRaHS National Coordinator			Good motivational article on this helpful program.  Very well writen.			2


			Enabling Worldwide Water Data Sharing, Stephen J. Bolster, Daniel P. Ames, E. James Nelson, BYU.			Nice article on a open-source software product developed by BYU fo rdata sharing and display.


			Insight from the Ice Sheet Could Enhance Warning Models, Stever Werblow for SonTek			Interesting article on using SonTek technology to learn more about the hydrology of Ice Sheets.


			Parting Shot, Boulder County Stream Gauge, Scott Bores, OneRain


			November, 2013


			USGS Plans Wave Data Collection & Delivery Improvements, by Robert Hainly, Harry Jenter			Good technical article includes update on USGS program and informative about the analytical process			All articles submitted by the USGS are well vetted and well writen.


			Rating Curves for Flood Detection, Brian Iserman


			Parting Shot, Ethan Rode, JEF


			December, 2013


			Plague and Hazard Communication-Back to the Future, Susan Durden, US ACE			A unique article that communicates the importance of effective hazard ccmunication techniques.


			Our First-Hand Experience with Cyclone Phailin, Pavithra Prakash , Om Prakash, with Dave Curtis			Personal story of coping with a flood disaster.


			Communicating During a Flood Emergency, Peggy Gonder			Very good practical article on improving communications during a flood emergency.  Concise too…good economy of words.			1


			Parting Shot, UDFCD


			January, 2014


			Parting Shot, Fred Weyermiller, Mohave County


			February, 2014


			Will 2014 be a record drought in California? Maury Roos, CA DWR, David Curtis, WEST			Very nicely writen information article.


			Hydrologic Predictions from the California Nevada River Forecast Center/How bad is the drought?, Alan HaynesNWS CNRFC			Same as above.  Nicely put together.


			GOES LRIT Latency Investigated, Mark Bushnell, National Ocean Service			Good writing, very interesting content, technical


			Parting Shot, Ethan Rode, JEF


			March, 2014


			Integrated Impact of Raiinfall Runoff, Tides and Storm Surge on the Flooding of Coastal RiversPeter Bacopoulos, Dingbao Wang, Scott Hagen, Seoyoung Kim			Good informative technical article.


			NWS Approaching Startup of the New National Water Center n Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Robert Hartman, NWS.			Very good informative article.


			Parting Shot, by Jeff Harris			Informative article.


			April, 2014


			Crisis Communication for Landslide in Washington, Jessica Robertson and A.B. Wade, USGS			Exceptional writing, helpful advice for emergency communications.			1


			FloodSmart Offers Tools and Resources to Help communicate Flood Risk This Spring, Team Floodsmart			Informative article.


			King County Flood District releases Flood Warning app, Ken Sweig, King County			well-writen,  concise, informative article


			Parting Shot,  Brian Iserman


			May, 2014


			Modeling Flash Flood Events in an Un-gaged Semi-Arid Basin using Real-Time Distributed Model: Fish Creek near Anza Borrego, CA, Michael Schaffner, NWS, Alexander Tardy, Carl Unkrich			Really good article on an interesting modeling project			2


			Improvement of Operational Streamflow Forecasts through Monitoring of Dust on Snow Events, Stacie Bender and W. Paul Miller CBRFC			Good technical article


			Forecasting the 2013 Illinois River Record Floods, Jonathon Thornburg, NWS			Event article with lots of detail.


			Parting Shot : BRI


			June, 2014


			July, 2014


			The Growing Need for Two-Way, Redundant Satellite Telemetry Solutions, Jason Finnerty			Very thorough and informative article writen by a freelenace writer


			Accessing Quadrature Output Data with ALERT2, Dan Hurley			Nice step-by-step article


			Parting Shot, BRI, Tyler


			August, 2014


			Hazard Communication and Public Awareness in Clark County, Nevada, Erin Neff			A good example of clear and interesting communications on the subject of hazard communications			2


			Parting Shot, David Haynes


			September, 2014


			Implementation of the Sacramento Soil Moisture Accounting Model for Douglas County, Colorado, Markus Ritsch, Garth Englund			Good Medeling Article with graphs and map


			Evaluation of the Operational  use of the Kineros2 Model in Fish Creek near Anza Borrego, CA, Michael Schaffner, Alexander Tardy and Jayme Laber			Terrific follow-up article on the earlier modeling effort.  Very good graphics, charts and maps.			1


			Parting Shot, Dave Curtis


			October, 2014


			A Simple Metric to Assess the Health of ALERT2 and Legacy ALERT Data Collection, Markus Ritch, Kevin Stewart			Description of a cleaver tool to graph logs of received ALERT2 Data


			From "SMART" Tunnels to Flood Disaster rPrevention: Global Case Studies Using Side-Looking Doppler Technology for Real-Time Data Collection, Hanice Landsfeld			Good, informative article


			Parting Shot, Denis Zaharija


			November, 2014


			Parting Shot, Chris Crompton


			December, 2014


			Visualizing Flood Risk with FloodSmart's Flood Risk Scenarios Tool			Informative article


			Flood Forecasting and Warning, Murray Dale			Project description with product


			The Community Rating System, Danny Hinson			Well writen, informative, motivational			3


			ALERT2 Users Group Training Symposium, David Curtis			Another well writen and informative article by Dave.


			Parting Shot, Bryan Pastor


			January, 2015


			Conference Article, Dave Curtis


			Rear-View Mirror, BRI


			Parting Shot, BRI


			February, 2015


			Corps Water Management System for the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa River System, Kayson Schurtz			Project description


			Understanding and Preparing for Coastal Storm Impacts, Ronald Busciolano, Richard Verdi, John Rulton and Marie Peppler			Proect description, new webtool, well writen with understanding of user needs


			Parting Shot, Scott Bores


			March, 2015


			Parting Shot, Tyler Azeltine


			April, 2015


			The Future of Flood Forecasting, Glenn Austin			Nicely writen,  good explanation of the big E2E picture
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Brian
 


From: Kevin Stewart [mailto:kstewart@udfcd.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2015 9:00 AM
To: Brian Iserman
Cc: Chris Crompton; George Wilkins; Dave Curtis
Subject: 2015 Newsletter Article award
 
Hi Brian,
Hard to believe that 2 years have passed since we last faced this fun task.  Once again, the Awards
 Committee would really appreciate your assistance helping us select the best newsletter article
 since our last biennial conference & expo in Ponte Vedra, Florida.  If you could send us your short
 list of say 3 to 5 candidates, the committee will make the hard choice from that list.  If you could do
 this by May 1 that would be super.
 
Please let me know if you can help. 
 
Many thanks for all the outstanding NHWC Transmission newsletters that you have produced.  This
 activity remains at the very top of the services that NHWC provides to its members.
 
Best regards,
Kevin
p.s. I looking forward to seeing you in Indianapolis.
 


The 2014 issue of Flood Hazard News is now available.
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